Padma Shri

SMT. LIBIA LOBO PRATAPRAO SARDESAI

Smt. Libia Lobo Prataprao Sardesai is a distinguished freedom fighter, Goa's first woman
advocate, social worker, and activist on issues relating to women and consumers. She co-ran the
radio station 'Voice of Freedom' against the Portuguese regime, and hers was the voice that declared
to the people of Goa that they were free on December 19, 1961.

2. Born on May 25, 1924, in Socorro, Porvorim, Smt. Sardesai completed her matriculation at
Antonio de Souza High School in Byculla, Bombay, and thereafter completed her B.A. in English
(Hons) from Siddharth College, Bombay. During her student days, she was Secretary of the Goan
Youth League working for the freedom of Goa.

3. During World War II, Smt. Sardesai worked as an Italian translator/censor in the POW
British Establishment for Italian prisoners in Bombay. In 1955, she was awarded her LL.B degree
from Government Law College, a course she completed while working for All India Radio, Bombay.
After completing her law studies, she resigned from All India Radio to join the underground
movement for Goa's Liberation. From 1955 to 1961, she was instrumental in running "The Voice of
Freedom', an underground radio station broadcasting from the forests to listeners in Goa. She ran
the station along with Shri Vaman Sardesai (Padma Shri awardee) and for a short time, Shri Nicolau
Menezes. The last broadcast of the radio station was the announcement of Goa's Liberation on
December 19, 1961, from an Indian Air Force plane in the skies. The announcement was
synchronized with the lowering of the Portuguese flag and the hoisting of the Indian tricolour for the
first time on Goan soil.

4, After Liberation, Smt. Sardesai did liaison work with the Union Ministry of External Affairs
connected with the repatriation of Portuguese troops in Goa. In March 1962, she was appointed
Goa's first Director of Tourism. She held the post till 1968, and during her tenure, completed
various projects including a colour film on Goa with the United Nations Development Programme,
and helped put Goa on the tourist map of India and the world. In 1968, she left government service
to start legal practice, becoming the first woman lawyer to practice in the courts of Goa.

S. Smt. Sardesai promoted and founded the first and only Women's Cooperative Bank in Goa,
in Panaji in 1973. She was its Chairperson for more than ten years after its founding. The bank is
still running, totally by women with women Directors. Later, in 1986, she founded and was
President of the AIWC Jubilee College of Home Sciences, Goa, affiliated to Goa University. In 1973-
74, she was lecturer in Constitutional Law at Salgaocar College of Law, Panaji. From 1974 to 1987,
she was Vice-President, Goa Daman and Diu Advocates' Association. In 1983, she was a member of
the Indian delegation to the World Peace Conference in Moscow. In 1985, she was a member of the
Indian delegation to the World Conference on the United Nations Decade for Women in Nairobi, and
participated on behalf of the All India Women's Conference.

6. Smt. Sardesai was felicitated by the Indian Army and Indian Navy for her collaboration in the
struggle for Goa's Liberation on her 100" birthday. She was thereafter felicitated by the Chief
Minister of Goa with a Certificate of Honour for her role in Goa's freedom struggle.
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AcY AT el UdTuRTd ORSTs Ush WHTT Sad=idT A=, a7 BT Ugell Aigell JfSrd<hT, ATHTSTh
PRIGAT SR AT T SUARHIA A FeId el TR Ashd HRIGd! & | SBi+ Tl 3mad & Raemd A wem
a1 31Th hIed BT Te—adTal fhaT 3N 19 faFar, 1961 DI ST 3MTATS =¥ &1 a7 &b GANTI bl 137 b 319
SINICES

2 25 93, 1924 BT AIDHRI, GRAIRA H S, Sl AR<HATS o 9 & IRIGell H Gel1al Sl 8y e |
e B uers g8 B 3R ST a1g Rygrel Bierol, 9ie F Sl (@iRT) # i1 fbar | 39 813 Shad & R, 98
TTET BT TSI B ol BHIH B aTell T JT 1T Dl Fiera off |

3. fgia fasg gg & IR, s WRaATs 1 a1 3 gaTerd! diedl & forg fafeer ufas™ feiissy 7 wa
SATTd] 3dTae / HAAR & WU H BT (T | 1955 H, IBI+ Ta-HC cl Dleiol | Talerd! @l & ofl, I8 I S8id
3freprerarofl, IRl 3 BH B gY IR fHaT | BT DI UgIs T B & 918, I8 SMMHATN A SKITHBI Sh TG B
qfth & o T sTiara # it 81 775 | 1955 | 1961 AF S=i1 ‘T ATA™ AT WIsH' AHS T AT e
AT H AEayC! YfADT 1918, ST STl | a7 & $ITarsif & ol RN xaT off | S2i+1 41 arfe SRa9Ts (T5H 30
PRP) AR BB TG & (10 37 (DIl Ao & A1 HADPR T8 W I | ST I BT SAfH JART 19
faaR, 1961 T AT @1 Jfeh o1 ETYOM ofY, ST SMAA # WRAIT A W1 & 37 | &1 75 ot | T8 =9or gemed!
&FST I +{Tel SAR 3R AT B ERA IR Ugell IR AR [T BERI D 1l Bl TS |

4. TSI & dTe, S RS F el H Yerrell Al & Jeauvr & Hae § Dald f[aaer §31ed & Al
HYd BRI T | A< 1962 H I8 TMMET BT UglT Wi Hasid R a1 17| 98 1968 T §9 UG UR V&l 3IR
30 BIRIBTA B QR S8+ HYTh X [IBT BIRIHH & A1l TaT TR Ueh T {hewt Al dg aRITSTRIT bl gRT
{3 371R e T ARG 3IR g1 & W AHRIE IR o H 988 $I | 1968 H IBI+ I Hfdcq Y& B & oIy
ARBR] AR BIS &l 3R ITaT B Tl H HfdeHd B dTell Ugell AT aabiel 99 TS |

5. ST ARGTS =1 1973 H YUTSI, AT H Ugel 3R YHATH Al AEHRI §b DI TAIC [T 3R SHSH! AT
DI | 3HD! WA & 91E I8 4 ATl A fAd T IF ] 31euet I | I8 9 @ f [ 7Re Afgensii g
HeTferd g R gaa! fFwre Al Afga] €1 8 | 915 4, 1986 ¥, I=i+ T [I=afdenead 3 Hag vassegdl Jaci]
DI AT BH ATSHS, AT DI R DI IR SHDI &S G¥11 | 1973—74 H, I8 YU & ATHTIARR Dietol 3I1h
ST H HAeT P B BT IR off | 1974 F 1987 T, g8 AT, THOT g <19 ATHT e ] IUTedeT JET | 1983 H,
IE HIED! H AT fa=a 2rife] ARt | wReilg afcffaHse o 9aw off | 1985 #, 98 =Rid! § Y s [Sbs
BR g (ARl & Serd) R I e # IR afdiried & §a off, 3R =i siget YR Afgen
HRTT D 3R A gHH AT for |

6. ST ARGATS @ 100 d STHIGH UR TMET & Jih HoY H I FeAN & oY AR T 3R AR AR
A I8 FHI (63T | §9a 918 a1 & &=l U 3 S9! JADT & fofg Ta1 & Gregw=l F =1 U5 SaR S
FHI e |
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