
SMT. LIBIA LOBO PRATAPRAO SARDESAI

 Smt. Libia Lobo Prataprao Sardesai is a distinguished freedom fighter, Goa's first woman 
advocate, social worker, and activist on issues relating to women and consumers. She co-ran the 
radio station 'Voice of Freedom' against the Portuguese regime, and hers was the voice that declared 
to the people of Goa that they were free on December 19, 1961.

2. Born on May 25, 1924, in Socorro, Porvorim, Smt. Sardesai completed her matriculation at 
Antonio de Souza High School in Byculla, Bombay, and thereafter completed her B.A. in English 
(Hons) from Siddharth College, Bombay. During her student days, she was Secretary of the Goan 
Youth League working for the freedom of Goa.

3. During World War II, Smt. Sardesai worked as an Italian translator/censor in the POW 
British Establishment for Italian prisoners in Bombay. In 1955, she was awarded her LL.B degree 
from Government Law College, a course she completed while working for All India Radio, Bombay. 
After completing her law studies, she resigned from All India Radio to join the underground 
movement for Goa's Liberation. From 1955 to 1961, she was instrumental in running 'The Voice of 
Freedom', an underground radio station broadcasting from the forests to listeners in Goa. She ran 
the station along with Shri Vaman Sardesai (Padma Shri awardee) and for a short time, Shri Nicolau 
Menezes. The last broadcast of the radio station was the announcement of Goa's Liberation on 
December 19, 1961, from an Indian Air Force plane in the skies. The announcement was 
synchronized with the lowering of the Portuguese flag and the hoisting of the Indian tricolour for the 
first time on Goan soil.

4. After Liberation, Smt. Sardesai did liaison work with the Union Ministry of External Affairs 
connected with the repatriation of Portuguese troops in Goa. In March 1962, she was appointed 
Goa's first Director of Tourism. She held the post till 1968, and during her tenure, completed 
various projects including a colour film on Goa with the United Nations Development Programme, 
and helped put Goa on the tourist map of India and the world. In 1968, she left government service 
to start legal practice, becoming the first woman lawyer to practice in the courts of Goa.

5. Smt. Sardesai promoted and founded the first and only Women's Cooperative Bank in Goa, 
in Panaji in 1973. She was its Chairperson for more than ten years after its founding. The bank is 
still running, totally by women with women Directors. Later, in 1986, she founded and was 
President of the AIWC Jubilee College of Home Sciences, Goa, affiliated to Goa University. In 1973-
74, she was lecturer in Constitutional Law at Salgaocar College of Law, Panaji. From 1974 to 1987, 
she was Vice-President, Goa Daman and Diu Advocates' Association. In 1983, she was a member of 
the Indian delegation to the World Peace Conference in Moscow. In 1985, she was a member of the 
Indian delegation to the World Conference on the United Nations Decade for Women in Nairobi, and 
participated on behalf of the All India Women's Conference.

6. Smt. Sardesai was felicitated by the Indian Army and Indian Navy for her collaboration in the 
struggle for Goa's Liberation on her 100  birthday. She was thereafter felicitated by the Chief th

Minister of Goa with a Certificate of Honour for her role in Goa's freedom struggle.

Padma Shri



Jherh fyfc;k ykscks çrkijko ljnslkÃ

 Jherh fyfc;k ykscks çrkijko ljnslkÃ ,d lEekfur Lora=rk lsukuh] xksok dh igyh efgyk vfèkoäk] lkekftd 
dk;ZdrkZ vkSj efgykvksa o miHkksäkvksa ls lacafèkr eqíksa ij lfØ; dk;ZdrkZ gSaA mUgksaus iqrZxkyh 'kklu ds f[kykQ jsfM;ks LVs'ku 
*o‚;l v‚Q ÝhMe* dk lg&lapkyu fd;k vkSj 19 fnlacj] 1961 dks mudh vkokt us gh xksok ds yksxksa dks crk;k fd vc os 
vkt+kn gSaA

2 ]- 25 eÃ] 1924 dks lksdksjks] iksjoksfje esa tUeh  Jherh ljnslkÃ us c‚Ecs ds ck;dqyk esa ,aVksfu;ks Mhlwtk gkÃ Ldwy ls 
eSfVªd dh i<+kÃ iwjh dh vkSj mlds ckn fl)kFkZ d‚yst] c‚Ecs ls vaxzsth ¼v‚ulZ½ esa ch, fd;kA vius Nk= thou ds nkSjku] og 
xksok dh vktknh ds fy, dke djus okyh xksok ;wFk yhx dh lfpo FkÈA

3- f}rh; foÜo ;q) ds nkSjku] Jherh ljnslkÃ us c‚Ecs esa brkyoh dSfn;ksa ds fy, fczfV'k çfr"Bku ihvksMCY;w esa ,d 
brkyoh vuqoknd@lsalj ds :i esa dke fd;kA 1955 esa] mUgksaus xouZesaV y‚ d‚yst ls ,y,ych dh fMxzh yh] ;g dkslZ mUgksaus 
vkdk'kok.kh] c‚Ecs esa dke djrs gq, iwjk fd;kA dkuwu dh i<+kÃ iwjh djus ds ckn] og vkdk'kok.kh ls bLrhQk nsdj xksok dh 
eqfä ds fy, Hkwfexr vkanksyu esa 'kkfey gks xb±A 1955 ls 1961 rd mUgksaus *n o‚;l v‚Q ÝhMe* uked Hkwfexr jsfM;ks LVs'ku 
pykus esa egRoiw.kZ Hkwfedk fuHkkÃ] tks taxyksa ls xksok ds Jksrkvksa ds fy, çlkj.k djrk FkkA mUgks aus Jh okeu ljnslkÃ ¼in~e Jh 
iqjL—r½ vkSj dqN le; ds fy, Jh fudksyks esustsl ds lkFk feydj ;g LVs'ku pyk;kA jsfM;ks LVs'ku dk vafre çlkj.k 19 
fnlacj] 1961 dks xksok dh eqfä dh ?kks"k.kk Fkh] tks vkleku esa Hkkjrh; ok;q lsuk ds foeku ls dh xÃ FkhA ;g ?kks"k.kk iqrZxkyh 
èot dks uhps mrkjus vkSj xksok dh èkjrh ij igyh ckj Hkkjrh; frjaxk Qgjkus ds lkFk dh xÃA 

4- vkt+knh ds ckn] Jherh ljnslkÃ us xksok esa iqrZxkyh lSfudksa ds çR;iZ.k ds lacaèk esa dsaæh; fons'k ea=ky; ds lkFk 
laidZ dk;Z fd;kA ekpZ 1962 esa mUgsa xksok dk igyk i;ZVu funs'kd fu;qä fd;k x;kA og 1968 rd bl in ij jgÈ vkSj 
vius dk;Zdky ds nkSjku mUgksaus la;qä jk"Vª fodkl dk;ZØe ds lkFk xksok ij ,d jaxhu fQYe lfgr dÃ ifj;kstukvksa dks iwjk 
fd;k vkSj xksok dks Hkkjr vkSj nqfu;k ds i;ZVu ekufp= ij ykus esa enn dhA 1968 esa mUgksaus dkuwuh çSfDVl 'kq: djus ds fy, 
ljdkjh ukSdjh NksM+ nh vkSj xksok dh vnkyrksa esa çSfDVl djus okyh igyh efgyk odhy cu xb±A

5- Jherh ljnslkÃ us 1973 esa i.kth] xksok esa igys vkSj ,dek= efgyk lgdkjh cSad dks çeksV fd;k vkSj bldh LFkkiuk 
dhA bldh LFkkiuk ds ckn og nl lky ls vfèkd le; rd bldh vè;{k jgÈA ;g cSad vc Hkh iwjh rjg efgykvksa }kjk 
lapkfyr gS vkSj bldh funs'kd Hkh efgyk,a gh gSaA ckn esa] 1986 esa] mUgksaus xksok foÜofo|ky; ls lac) ,vkÃMCY;wlh tqcyh 
d‚yst v‚Q gkse lkbalst] xksok dh LFkkiuk dh vkSj bldh vè;{k cuÈA 1973&74 esa] og i.kth ds lkyxkaodj d‚yst v‚Q 
y‚ esa laoSèkkfud dkuwu dh O;k[;krk FkÈA 1974 ls 1987 rd] og xksok] ne.k o nho vfèkoäk la?k dh mikè;{k jgÈA 1983 esa] 
og ekLdks esa vk;ksftr foÜo 'kkafr lEesyu esa Hkkjrh; çfrfufèkeaMy dh lnL; FkÈA 1985 esa] og uSjksch esa la;qä jk"Vª fMdsM 
Q‚j oqesu ¼efgykvksa ds n'kd½ ij foÜo lEesyu esa Hkkjrh; çfrfufèkeaMy dh lnL; FkÈ] vkSj mUgksaus vf[ky Hkkjrh; efgyk 
lEesyu dh vksj ls blesa Hkkx fy;kA

6- Jherh ljnslkÃ ds 100 osa tUefnu ij xksok ds eqfä la?k"kZ esa muds lg;ksx ds fy, Hkkjrh; lsuk vkSj Hkkjrh; ukSlsuk 
us mUgsa lEekfur fd;kA blds ckn xksok ds Lora=rk laxzke esa mudh Hkwfedk ds fy, xksok ds eq[;ea=h us lEeku i= nsdj mUgsa 
lEekfur fd;kA

in~e Jh


